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SUBJ: GRUMMAN CRASH: PRESIDENT EYADEMA'S COMMENTS 
REF: (A) LOME 2997; (B) LOME 2988 (NOTAL) 

1. 1 ACCOMPANIED MESSRS LEMLEIN AND ANCKNER OP GRUMMAN AND 
CHAPIN OP PAGE TO SEE PRESIDENT EYADEMA AT 0700 HOURS TODAY. 
TRANSPORT MINISTER MIVEDOR ONLY OTHER PARTICIPANT IN THIRTY-FIVE 
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MINUTE DISCUSSION. 
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2. FOLLOWING EXCHANGE OF CONDOLANCES, PRESIDENT TOLD VISITORS 
HE HAD FIRST SET EOOT IN HIS GRUMMAN GULFSTREAM TO VISIT MALI 
AND UPPER VOLTA TWO WEEKS AGO IN ROLE OF MEDIATOR IN MALIAN- 
UPPER VOLTAN BORDER DISPUTE. WHILE CESSATION OE HOSTILITIES HAD 
BEEN AGREED, EUNDAMENTAL CAUSE OE DISPUTE REMAINED. MEDIATION 
COMMISSION HAD BEEN EORMED OF FOUR STATES, INCLUDING TOGO, WITH 
VIEW TO ACHIEVING COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTE. THIS 
REQUIRED THAT PRESIDENT BE FREE TO MOVE QUICKLY. EYADEMA SAID HE 
EELT "INCAPACITATED " NOW WITHOUT GULFSTREAM. 

3. EYADEMA REQUESTED NEW GULESTREAM II ASAP. GRUMMAN REPRE- 
SENTATIVES PROMISED TO DISCUSS POSSIBLITY WITH OTHER CLIENTS, 

BUT ESTIMATED IT MIGHT BE MORE THAN ONE YEAR BEFORE REPLACEMENT 
AIRCRAET WOULD BE AVAILABLE. THEY EXPLAINED THAT, AT TIME 
GOT ORDERED PLANE, ONE ALREADY WAS UNDER CONSTRUCTIONEOR ANOTHER 
CLIENT WHO SUBSEQUENTLY CANCELLED ORDER, THREBY EREEING PLANE EOR 
EYADEMA. NOW, HOWEVER COMPANY HAS RECEIVED ORDERS FOR VIRTUALLY 
ENTIRE PRODUCTION EOR 1975. 

4. COMPANY REPS THEN SUGGESTED POSSIBILITY OF LEASE ARRANGEMENT. 
ANCKNER THOUGHT THAT WITHIN TWO WEEKS AETER RETURNING TO US HE 
COULD LEARN WHAT WAS AVAILABLE EOR LEASE AND WHEN IT COULD BE 
DELIVERED. EYADEMA WAS AGREEABLE, BUT REITERATED HIS CONCERN OVER 
HIS LACK OE MOBILITY TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS ON MALIAN-UPPER 
VOLTAN PROBLEM. 

5. EYADEMA SAID IT WAS UNBELIEVABLE ACCIDENT COULD HAVE HAPPENED 
AND SUGGESTED PILOT HEARTATTACK. I MENTIONED AUTOPSY WOULD BE 
PERFORMED ON FLEMING TODAY. THIS CONNECTION, GRUMMAN REPS SOUGHT 
PRESIDENT'S WISHES RE CREW ON REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT. EYADEMA 

SAID HE WANTED GRUMMAN ITSELF TO TAKE EULL RESPONSIBILITY 
EOR EORMING AND DIRECTING ALL-AMERICAN FLIGHT CREW OE THREE, 

I.E., PILOT, COPILOT, MECHANIC. 

6. PRESIDENT INQUIRED WHETHER GRUMMAN DEMONSTRATOR 
AIRCRAET, IN WHICH COMPANY REPS FLEW TO TOGO, HAD SPACE EOR 
TOGOLESE REPRESENTATIVE TO ACCOMPANY COMPANY REPS BACK TO US. 
EARLIERIN CONVERSATION, VISITORS HAD OEFERED TO MAKE DIRECT 
CONTACT WITH GOT THROUGH ITS EMBASSY WASHINGTON TO CONVEY INFOR- 
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MATION TO PRESIDENT CONCERNING LEASE AND/OR REPLACEMENT 
AIRCRAET.) I DID NOT INTERPRET EOR PRESIDENT ANCKNER'S REPLY 
THAT IT WOULD BE EASIER IF PRESIDENT'S REPRESENTATIVE EOLLOWED 
LATER, BUT RATHER SUGGESTED THAT COMPANY ACCOMMODATE EYADEMA. 
GRUMMAN REPS AGREED AND ADVISED PRESIDENT HIS REPRESENTATIVE 
WOULD BE WELCOME TO ELY WITH THEM TO US. 

7 PRESIDENT ALSO SAID, IN RESPONSE TO CHAPIN'S QUERY, THAT HE HAD 
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BEEN EULLY SATISFIED WITH INTERIOR CONFIGURATION, ARRANGEMENTS 
AND COLOR SCHEME OE NEW GULESTREAM II AND WOULD WISH TO HAVE 
SAME EOR REPLACEMENT AIRCRAET. 

8. COMMENT: PRESIDENT EYADEMA TODAY EXEMPLIFIED CALM AND COM- 
PASSIONATE REACTION WE HAVE ECNOUNTERED AMONG GOT OFEICIALS AND 
OTHERS WITH WHOM WE HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT SINCE GULFSTREAM 
CRASHED FRIDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 27. WITH RHETORIC OVER 
POLITICALLY-INSPIRED SARAKAWA MYTH IN CRESCENDO THROUGHOUT 
TOGO, I HAD SOME MISGIVINGS - MORE ABOUT INITIAL POPULAR REACTIONS 
TO, RATHER THAN GOT'S INTERPRETATION OF, THIS ACCIDENT. 

ACCORDINGLY, REQUESTED AMERICAN MISSION PERSONNEL TO REMAIN 
AT HOME SATURDAY. THIS RESTRICTION WAS LIFTED SUNDAY. EIRST 
PRESS NOTICE OE ACCIDENT APPEARED TODAY - TWO BRIBE PARAGRAPHS 
TOGO-PRESSE BOTTOM FIRST PAGE REPORTING CRASH, STATING CAUSE 
UNDETERMINED, DEPLORING DEATHS OF THREE CREW MEMBERS, AND 
EXTENDING CONDOLENCES TO EAMILIES OF DECEASED. ARTICLE DID NOT 
CITE USA NATIONALITY OF TWO CREW MEMBERS. ONLY RADIO TOGO 
ANNOUNCEMENT CAME AT 0630 SATURDAY MORNING. IT WAS BRIBE AND 
EACTUAL AND EXTENDED CONDOLENCES TO EAMILY OE TOGOLESE COPILOT. 
IT APPEARS GOT BANNED ALL MEDIA COVERAGE UNTIL TODAY. 

RAWLS 
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